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COCUKLUK YILLARI VE ERKEN DONEMiI
His Childhood and Early Period

Urkiye'deki modern haritacihgin ve Harita Genel MudirlGgu'nin

kurucusu Korgeneral Mehmet Sevki OLCER, askeri doktor
Yarbay Bican Bey'in oglu olarak 1866 yilinda istanbul’da dogmustur.
Babasini hentiz 12 yasindayken kaybetmis, egitim ve ogretimi
annesi Emine hanim tarafindan desteklenmistir.

Eylpsultan Askeri Ortaokulu ile Kuleli Askeri Lisesi'ni bitirmesinden
sonra, Pangalti Harp Okulu’'na girmis, teknik bélimde egitim almis,
bilim ve tasarimla ilgilenmistir. Piyade tegmen olarak 27 Haziran
1886 tarihinde mezun olmus ve Harp Akademisi'nde 6grenime
baslamistir.

29 Haziran 1887'de Ustegmenlige, 13 Mayis 1889'da ylzbasiliga
terfi etmisti. Mehmet Sevki OLCER, Harp Akademisi'nden 29
Mayis 1889 tarihinde kurmay yiizbasi olarak mezun olmustur.
Ayni yil Topcu ve Mithendis okullarina 6gretmen olarak atanmis,
¢ozlimlemeli ve tasari geometri, cografya dersleri vermistir.

Harp Okulu 2. Sinif Ogrencisi, 1885
Sophomore, Military Academy, 1885

1860

ieutenant General Mehmet Sevki OLCER, the founder of modern

mapping in Turkiye and Directorate-General for Mapping, was
born in istanbul in 1866 as the son of Colonel Bican Bey, a military
doctor. He lost his father when he was 12. His education and
training was supported by his mother Emine Hanim.

After graduating from Eyupsultan Military Secondary School and
Kuleli Military High School, he entered Pangalti Military Academy
and studied in technical department where he engaged in science
and design. He graduated as an infantry lieutenant on June 27,
1886 and started his education at War College.

He was promoted to first lieutenant on June 29, 1887 and to
captain on May 13, 1889. Mehmet Sevki OLCER graduated from War
College as a staff captain on May 29, 1889. He was appointed the
same year as a lecturer at Artillery and Engineering Schools where
he taught analytic and design geometry and geography.

—

Harp Okulu Diplomasi
Military Academy Graduation Certificate



1890

FRANSA’DA EGITIM
Education in France

ehmet Sevki OLCER, 1890 vyilinda kurmay egitimini

tamamlamak icin Fransa'da egitime secilmis ve 15 Agustos
1892 tarihinde Fransa Askeri Cografya Dairesi'nde teorik ve pratik
jeodezi egitimi almak Gzere gonderilmistir.

Yaklasik iki vl
yuksek dereceli
sereflendirilmistir.

siren egitimin sonrasinda, Fransa’nin en
nisani olan Légion d’ honneur (S6valye) ile

27 Temmuz 1894 tarihinde Paris'ten ayrilarak istanbul’a dénmdistir.
istanbul'daki Topcu Okulu'na &gretmen olarak atanmis, burada
ikinci sinif 6grencilerine egitim vermistir.

Fransa Yillarindan Bir Hatira Fotografi
A Photograph from France

ORDRE NATIONAL DE LA LEGION D’HONNEUR.

HORREUR, PATRIE.

Le Gand Chancelier e (O Ooational de la Ligion I Honneur

wife i, par Dt de: Aart - Mass - b e et ycoreze

Lo Pocuitont de la Tk Trangaer
.ﬂ(mlfz:wol © éf&’i &:ﬂ’mxdi )

Qyecctort 7 wpee e A Lorrce  Cllesicurco
& Dirnin . Clevallee 1Ot Simat & Lipin o

e

Tt Pori & 17 Mwes .

B )
L e B,
Ahilaer ).

/"/4"" Ruc le Grand Chneler
/ o Saritui gorcal e/ Oodbe,
: 7 Ao

Légion d’honneur Nisani / The Highest French Order of merit

Mehmet Sevki OLCER was selected in 1890 to receive education
in France to complete his staff training and sent on August
15, 1892 to Military Geography Service of France to study geodesy.

After approximately two years of training, he was honored with
Légion d’honneur (Knight), the highest French order of merit.

He left Paris for istanbul on July 27, 1894. He was appointed as a
lecturerat Artillery Schoolin Istanbul where he taught sophomores.



iLK MODERN HARITANIN URETILMESi
Production of First Modern Map

( P N S i A YT e e A S

ilk Modern Harita, Eskisehir Plani, 1896
The First Modern Map, Map of Eskisehir, 1896

opcu okulunda gérevli iken, 20 Ekim 1894'te Osmanlh Ulkesi

haritasinin jeodezi teknigi ile Gretimi icin, Genelkurmay Besinci
Subesine bagl olarak kurulmus olan Jeodezi Komisyonu'na
atanmistir. Bu komisyonun kurulusu, Turkiye'deki hesaba dayali
modern haritaciligin baslangici olarak kabul edilmektedir.

13 Kasim 1894'te binbagsi riitbesine yukseltilmistir. Komisyon
Uyeleriyle birlikte Eskisehirde jeodezi teknigine gore Uretilen
ilk modern haritanin arazi calismalarina katilmistir. Komisyon
gorevinin yaninda, 1899 yilinda Mihendislik Okulu'nda “Jeodezi
Teknigi” dersi vermekle gérevlendirilmistir.

1900

While lecturing at Artillery School, Mehmet Sevki OLCER was
appointed on October 20, 1894 to Geodesy Committee established
under the Fifth Branch of General Staff for the production of
the map of the Ottoman Empire using geodetic techniques.
Establishment of the Committee is considered in Tirkiye as the
beginning of modern mapping based on surveying methods.

He was promoted to major on November 13, 1894. Along with
members of the Committee, he participated in the fieldwork in
Eskisehir for the first modern map produced according to geodetic
techniques.

In addition to his tasks at Committee, he was assigned in 1899 to
teach “Geodesy Technique” at Engineering School.

Mehmet Sevki OLCER Kurmay Yarbay, 1901
Lieutenant Colonel, Staff Officer, 1901



1905

HARITA KOMiSYONU
Map Committee

Harita Komisyonu,1909 / Map Committee, 1909

Ocak 1901'de yarbay olmus, 1894 yilinda biylk umutlar ile

olusturulan Komisyon uyelerinden 1908 yilina gelindiginde
sadece Yarbay Mehmet Sevki kalmistir. 27 Temmuz 1908'de
albayliga yukseltilmistir.

Albay Mehmet Sevki, yeni bir Harita Heyeti kurulmasi igin 11
Kasim 1908 tarihinde Genelkurmay Baskanligi'na bir rapor sunmus
ve sundugu rapor kabul edilerek, 09 Agustos 1909 tarihinde
Genelkurmay biinyesinde yeni bir Harita Komisyonu kurulmus,
kendisi de Jeodezi Birimine atanmistir.

Bakirkoy Haritasi, 1910/ Map of Bakirkdy, 1910

Yeni Harita Komisyonu 1/25.000 o6lcekli haritalarin tretimine
Bakirkdy yoniinde c¢alisma karari almis ve ilk 1/25.000 6lcekli harita
Uretimini 1910 yilinda gergeklestirmistir.

n January 5, 1901, Mehmet Sevki OLCER was promoted to

lieutenant colonel. He was the last person left in 1908 of the
Committee established in 1894 with great hopes. He was promoted
to colonel on July 27, 1908.

On November 11, 1908, Colonel Mehmet Sevki submitted a
report to General Staff proposing the establishment of a new Map
Committee. The report was accepted and a new Map Committee
was established on August 9, 1909 within the General Staff and
Mehmet Sevki OLCER was appointed Head of Geodesy Unit.

The New Map Committee decided to start production of 1/25,000
scale maps in the neighborhood of Bakirkdy. The first 1/25,000
scale map was produced in 1910.

Fransa Manevrelarinda, 1907 / French Maneuvers, 1907



DOGU ANADOLU iSTiKSAF HARITALARI
Reconnaissance Maps of East Anatolia

‘I 9 ‘I O’dan itibaren, yurdun cesitli 6lcekteki her tirli harita

Uretiminde temel olan jeodezi teknigine iliskin bir
kitap ve teknik yonetmelik hazirlamis ve Dogu Anadolu’'nun istiksaf
haritalarinin hazirlanmasinda calismistir.

Bu gorev esnasinda, 26 Nisan 1912'de Tuggenerallige terfi etmistir.

Hasankale Haritasi, Harita Komisyonunun Yaptig
ilk 1/200.000 Olcekli Harita, 1911

Hasankale Map, first 1/200,000 scale map
produced by Mapping Committee, 1911

1910

tarting from 1910, he wrote a book and a technical regulation

On geodetic techniques that constituted the basis for the
production of maps at various scales across the country. He
also worked on production of reconnaissance maps for Eastern
Anatolia.

During this assignment, he was promoted to Brigadier General on
April 26, 1912.

Harita Subesi Miidiirti, 1914 / Chief of Mapping Branch, 1914



1915

CANAKKALE SAVASI
Battle of Canakkale

Mehmet Sevki Pasa, Balkan Savasi'nin baslamasiyla birlikte
gecici olarak Genelkurmay Harita Subesi Mudurligiine
getirilmis, 10 Subat 1915 tarihinde aslen bu géreve atanmistir.

Seferberlik sonrasinda birliklere dagitilan Harita Heyeti
subaylarindan bir kismini geri ¢adirip, tehlike altinda bulunan
Canakkale Bogazi'nin iki yakasinin haritalarinin Birinci Diinya Savasi
oncesinde yeniden yapilmasini saglamis, Canakkale Savasi’'nin
hemen sonrasinda, biiyiik muharebelere iliskin tarih yaziminda
kilavuz olmak ve Tiirk savunma basarisini sonsuza kadar yasatmak
amaciyla Sedddlbahir, Ariburnu ve Anafartalar bolgelerindeki
bitin istihkamlar yerinde gosterecek sekilde 1:5.000 oOlcekli 43
paftayl hazirlatmistir.

Birinci Diinya Savasi sirasinda, orduya gerekli bitin haritalan
zamaninda bastirarak istenilen makamlara ve birliklere dagitimini
saglamistir. Savas siresince yurdun degisik bolgelerinde
strddrdlen faaliyetleri yurattrken, Alman ve Avusturya haritacilik
dairelerini de ziyaret ederek harita subesinin gelecegine iliskin
6ngori ve tasarilari hazirlamistir.

Genelkurmay Harita —
Subesi’nin, 28 Ekim [
1918'de Savunma
Bakanhgr'na bagh
Harita Dairesi haline
getirilmesiyle
dairenin baskanhgina
atanmistir.

Canakkale Tahkimat Haritasi, 7 Numarali Pafta
Canakkale Fortification Map, Sheet Number 7

Canakkale Tahkimat Haritasi, 1 Numarali Pafta
Canakkale Fortification Map, Sheet Number 1

Mehmet Sevki Pasa’nin Alman Harita Dairesini Ziyareti
Visit to German Mapping Department

With the outbreak of the Balkan War, Mehmet Sevki Pasha was
appointed as the acting Chief of Mapping Branch of the General
Staff. He was assigned to this position officially on February 10,
1915.

He recalled some of the officers of Map Committee who had
been transferred to the troops after the mobilization and ensured
reproduction of the maps of the both sides of the Canakkale Strait
which were in danger before the WW1. Aftermath of the Battle of
Canakkale, he had 43 sheets of 1:5.000 scale maps prepared to
show all the fortifications in the regions of Seddlbahir, Ariburnu
and Anafartalar in order to give reference to historiography of the
great battles and perpetuate Turkish defense success forever.

During WW1, he organized timely printing and distribution of all
necessary maps needed by the army. While following the activities
carried out in various regions of the country during the war, he
also visited German and Austrian mapping agencies with a view to
preparing a vision for the future of the mapping branch.

Upon the transformation of the General Staff Mapping Branch
into the Mapping Department under the Ministry of Defense on
October 28, 1918, he was appointed as its Director.



MiLLi MUCADELE
War of Independence

irinci Dlnya Savasi sonrasinda baslayan Milli Micadele’ye

destek vermek amaciyla; 1921 yili basindan, Haziran ayina kadar,
daireden 60'a yakin (st subay ve subayla 170 sandik dolusu cesitli
alet, gerec, basim makinasi ve malzemenin, inebolu Milli Miicadele
Yolu Uzerinden Ankara'ya ulastiriimasini saglamistir.

Milli Savunma Bakani Orgeneral Fevzi Pasa tarafindan 11 Temmuz
1921 tarihli bir telgrafla Milli Savunma Bakanligi binyesinde
kurulan Harita Dairesi'nin basina ge¢gmek lzere Ankara’ya davet
edilmis ve 17 Aralik 1921 tarihinde bu goérevine baslamistir.

Mehmet Sevki Pasa Calisma Ofisinde
At Office

Harita Dairesi Subaylari ile Birlikte, Ankara
Together with officers of Mapping Department, Ankara

Kurtulus Savasina Katilmak Uzere Samsun’a Geldigi Dénem
The period when he came to Samsun to join the War of
Independence

n order to support War of Independence that began after the First

World War, Mehmet Sevki OLCER transferred about 60 officers
from the Department to Ankara via the inebolu Independence
Route along with nearly 170 crates full of various tools, equipment,
printing machines and materials from early 1921 until June of the
same year.

He was invited to Ankara by General Fevzi Pasha, Minister of
National Defense, through a telegram dated July 11, 1921 to take
over the Head of the Mapping Department established within
Ministry of National Defense. He took over this post on December
17, 121



1922

SAKARYA VADISI iSTIKSAF HARITASININ HAZIRLANMASI

Production of Sakarya Valley Reconnassance Map

1 92 yilinin Temmuz ayinda Yunan ilerlemesini durdurmak
ve kesin sonuclu bir meydan savasi yapmak lzere

Sakarya dogusunda bir savunma cephesinin olusturulmasina

karar verildiginde, elde vyeterli 6lcek ve dogrulukta harita
bulunmamasinin sikintilari ile yliz yiize gelinmistir.

Bunun Uizerine, ivedi olarak bdlgenin haritasinin yapilmasina karar
verilerek, Harita Dairesi tarafindan 8 Harita subayi tiim techizati ile
birlikte 24 Temmuz 1921 tarihinde goérevlendirilmistir. Haritanin
kapsama alani olarak 1:200.000 6lgekli Ankara paftasindan batiya
dogru uzanan 60 km uzunluk ve 20 km genislikteki Sakarya Vadisi
bélgesi, harita 6lcegi olarak da 1:100.000 Olcedi belirlenmistir.
Ataturk bu haritanin tretilmesine cok dnem vermis, haritanin ¢izim
ve ¢ogaltilmasi icin kendi 6zel vagonunu topograf ekibine tahsis
etmistir.

Arazi calismalari, ¢izimi ve birlestirilmesi 20 glin stiren harita savagin
devam ettigi glinlerde basilarak cepheye yetistirilmistir. Sakarya
Haritasi 23 Agustos-13 Eylil 1921 tarihleri arasinda cereyan eden
Sakarya Meydan Savasi'nda ¢ok ise yaramis, 1922'de Yunanlilarin
bozgunu ile son bulacak Baskomutanlk Meydan Muharebesi
hazirliklarinda Harita Dairesince bu ve buna benzer yduritilen
calismalar Kurtulus Savasi sonrasi Ulu Onder Mustafa Kemal
ATATURK tarafindan 01 Mart 1923 tarihinde TBMM'de yapilan
oturumda dile getirilerek, “Harita Dairesi'nin bu sene zarfinda
orduya yetistirdigi haritalarin son zaferin iktisabinda dahli olmus,
ordu bu haritalar sayesinde hedef-i zafere suhuletle vasil olmustur.”
sozleriyle ayr bir deger kazanmistir.

In July 1921, when it was decided to open a front in the east of
Sakarya river to halt Greek advance and engage in a decisive battle,
the army was short of maps at sufficient scales and accuracy.

It was decided to map the region urgently. 8 mapping officers were
commissioned on July 24, 1921 by the Mapping Department with
all necessary equipment. Sakarya Valley was chosen as the area of
the map at a scale of 1:100.000, extending 60 km in length and 20
km in width to the west of 1:200.000 scale Ankara map. Atatiirk
attached great importance to the production of the map and
allocated his wagon to the topographic team.

It took 20 days to carry out fieldwork and to finish the map. The
map was printed and sent to the front during the days when the
war kept going.

SAKARYA VADISI ISTIKSAF HARITASI 1337(1921)

Sakarya Vadisi Istiksaf Haritas!
Sakarya Valley Reconnaissance Map

Sakarya Map proved to be very useful during the Sakarya Battle
which took place between August 23 and September 13, 1921 and
played a significant role in the preparations for the final decisive
battle, which would culminate in the crushing defeat of the Greeks
in 1922. The efforts and similar works achieved by the Mapping
Department were emphasized by Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, the Great
Leader, in his famous speech delivered at Grand National Assembly
of Turkiye on March 1, 1923 after the War of Independence.
His words “The maps provided to the army by the Mapping
Department this year contributed to acquisition of the final victory,
and the army easily reached the target of victory thanks to these
maps.” have gained a special value.



HARITA GENEL MUDURLUGUNUN KURULMASI
Establishment of Directorate-General for Mapping

9 Ekim 1923 tarihinde Korgenerallige yikseltilen Mehmet Sevki
Pasa, Cumhuriyetin ilani ile baslayan ve birbirini izleyen devrimlere
paralel olarak ydritiilen kalkinma hizmetlerinde kullaniimasi
zorunlu olan, harita ve planlarin tretimini yasal bir diizenlemeye
baglayacak kanun tasarisini hazirlamistir.

2 Mayis 1925 glin ve 657 sayili Kanunla kurulan Harita Genel
Mudurligu'niin basina getirilmistir.

Harita Umum Mudarlug
Directorate-General for Mapping

Mehmet Sevki Pasha who was promoted to Lieutenant General
on October 9, 1923, prepared a bill to regulate the production
of maps and plans needed for the development services carried
out in parallel with the consecutive revolutions following the
proclamation of the Republic.

On May 2, 1925, Directorate-General for Mapping was established
with Law No. 657, and Mehmet Sevki Pasha was appointed as its
Director.

1925

Harita Subaylariyla izmir'e Hareket Etmeden Once, Ankara Gari, 1923
Before departing to Izmir with Mapping Officers,
Ankara Train Station, 1923

Mehmet Sevki Pasa Mesai Glinlerinde
Mehmet Sevki Pasha at office



1926

MEHMET SEVKi OLCER’IN EMEKLILIGI VE ARAMIZDAN AYRILMASI

Retirement of Mehmet Sevki OLCER and His Death

~

P

Korgeneral Mehmet Sevki OLCER Emekli Olmadan Once
Lieutenant General Mehmet Sevki OLCER Before His Retirement

Sagllk sorunlari nedeniyle, kendi arzusuyla 2 Haziran 1926
tarihinde emekliye ayrilmis, 9 Mayis 1927'de istanbul'da vefat
etmistir.

Korgeneral Mehmet Sevki OLCER hayatinin son yillarina kadar
Ulkesine hizmet etmis, kendisinden geriye dev bir kurum, Ttirkiye'nin
haritacilik tarihine gegen bir ¢cok calisma ve eser birakmistir.

Kabri istanbul
kabristanindadir.

Topkapi Merkez Efendi mezarligindaki aile

ue to health problems, Mehmet Sevki OLCER retired on June
2, 1926 of his own free will and passed away in Istanbul on
May 9, 1927.

Until the final years of his life, Lieutenant General Mehmet Sevki
OLCER served his country, leaving behind a great institution and
numerous works that became part of Tiirkiye’s mapping history.

He is buried in the family cemetery at Istanbul’s Topkap! Merkez
Efendi Cemetery.

ESERLERI / HIS WORKS

+ Nazari ve Ameli Taksim-i Arazi.

« (Theoritical and Practical Geodesy)

« 1:200.000 Olcegindeki istiksaf Haritalari Kilavuzu.
» (Guide for 1:200.000 scale Reconnaisance Maps)

« Hurdebinli (Buyutecli) Teodolit.

« (Theodolite with magnifier)

- Hatalar Nazariyati.

+ (Theory of Errors)

+ Nirenginin Tersimen Muvazenesi.

« (Triangulation Adjustment)

+ Mesrutiyetin Geri Verildigi 1324 Senesinden Evvelki Devrede
ve 1334 Nihayetine Kadar Sonraki On Sene Zarfinda Memalik-i
Osmaniye Haritasinin Ahzi Zimminda Yapilan Teskilat ve islerin
Hulasa-i Tarihiyesi.
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HARITA GENEL MUDURLUGU
BINASININ TARIHCESI

History of The Headquarter




HARITA GENEL MUDURLUGU
BiNASININ TARIHCESI

1921 yilinda istanbul'dan Ankara'ya gelen Harita Dairesi icin bir
yerlesim yeri aranmis ve buglinkii Dikimevi ile Harita Genel
Mudurligu karargah binasi arasindaki tek kath iki barakaya
tasinilmistir. Cebeci sirtina kadar uzanan genis bir arazi, Harita
Genel Midirligi icin en uygun bir yerlesim yeri olarak secilmistir.
Cebecide mevcut barakalara yakin bir konumda yapilmasi
distnilen bina icin bir ihale yapilmis; 1926 senesinde insaata
baslanmistir.

Temel atma térenine, o donemde miistesar olarak gérev yapmakta
olan Sefik Pasa cagrilmis ve ilk tas bizzat onun eliyle konulmustur.

Binanin mimari bilinmemekle beraber miiteahhidinin Hamdi Bey
oldugu Devlet Arsivleri Bagskanligi kayitlarinda yer almaktadir.

Harita Genel Mudurliigi Binasi, yaklasik 43 metre boyu, 33 metre
eni ve 12 metre ylksekligiyle esasen “U” biciminde tasarlanmis
dikdortgen biciminde prizmatik govdeli, gerek cephe gerekse plan
ozellikleri bakimindan etrafindaki diger binalardan ayrilan, zemin
Uzerine 2 kath, batiya meyilli bir arazi tizerinde yigma olarak insa
edilmis anitsal bir yapidir.

Harita Genel Muidurligu binasinin insaati hizlh bir sekilde
strdurdlerek, 1927 yili sonlarinda tamamlanmis ve torenle acilisi
yapilmistir.

1956 yilinda dis sivasi ve boyasi yenilenmis olan bina, sonraki
yillarda bircok kez boya ve kiicik onarim gérmus, 2019 yilinda
binanin tiim dis cephe sivasi kazinip yeniden sivanmis ve boyanmis,
pencere ve kapi dogramalari aslina uygun olarak degistirilmistir.

Cebeci Cayirliginda Bina insaatindan Gériiniim,1926
View from the Building Construction in Cebeci Meadow, 1926

1930'lu Yillar
1930s




1926-1927 Yillar / insaat Asamasi
1926-1927 / Construction Stage

1960'h Yillar
1960s

HISTORY OF THE HEADQUARTER

n 1921, a location was searched for Mapping Department that

moved from Istanbul to Ankara, and two single-story barracks
located between today’s Dikimevi and the current headquarter
of the Directorate-General for Mapping were chosen. A vast area
extending to Cebeci Hill was seen as the most suitable settlement
area for headquarter of the Directorate-General for Mapping. A
tender was held for the construction of the building planned to
be located near the existing barracks in Cebeci and construction
beganin 1926.

Sefik Pasha who served then as Undersecretary of Ministry of
National Defense in those years was invited to the groundbreaking
ceremony and the first stone was laid by his hand. While the
architect of the building remains unknown, the records of the State
Archives indicate that the contractor was Hamdi Bey.

The Headquarter building, originally designed in a “U” rectangular
prism-shaped structure with a length of about 43 meters, a width
of 33 meters, and a height of 12 meters, stands out from the
surrounding buildings in terms of both facade and plan features.
It is a monumental building constructed as two floors on a sloping
terrain towards the west, built with masonry on the ground.

Construction of the Headquarter building proceeded rapidly
and was completed by the end of 1927, followed by an opening
ceremony.

The exterior plaster and paint of the building was renewed in 1956
and over the following years, it underwent several painting and
minor repairs. In 2019, all the exterior plaster of the building was
stripped, reapplied and repainted while the window and door
frames were replaced to match with the original design.
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