


GENERAL LAURIS NORSTAD

Baskumandan, Avrupa’da ki Birlesik Devletler Kuvvetleri

Avrupa’da ki Miittefik Kuvvetler Bagkumandam

irlesik Devletler Hava Kuvvetleri’ne mensup General Lauris Norstad Ni-

san 1956 da Avrupa’daki Birlesik Devletler Kuvvetleri'ne Bagkumandan

tayin edilmistir. Kisa bir miiddet sonra, Kuzey Atlantik Pakti Teskilit1
(NATO) Kurulu tarafindan Avrupa’daki Miittefik Kuvvetler Bagkumandan-
hg’na getirilmigtir.

Bu sene nihayetine dogru, General Alfred M. Gruentherin emekliye
aynlmasindan sonra bu kumandanhklar: deruhte edecektir.

Birlesik Devletler askeri tarihinde en geg¢ yasta Orgeneral ritbesine eri-
sen General Norstad’dan General Gruenther “Bugiin diinyada en keskin stra-
tejik zekdya sahip insanlardan birisi» diye bahsetmektedir.

General Norstad, 1950 den beri Avrupa’da ki Birlesik Devletler Hava
Kuvvetleri Bagkumandanhgi’nm yapmakta idi. 1951 de Merkezi Avrupa Miit-
tefik Hava Kuvvetleri Kumandanligl n1 da Avrupadaki Miittefik Kuvvetler
Kumandanhg Yiiksek Karargih: nezdinde ek vazife olarak deruhte etti. 1953
de ayni zamanda Yiiksek Miittefik Kumandam’nin Hava Yardimas: oldu.

. General Norstad, NATO’nun hava meydanlan tegkildtin1 inkigaf ettir-
"mekle,- ve muhabere ‘sistemleri ve radar gahsmalan ile mesgul olmugtur. Bu
faaliyetlerde, diger milletlerin miiskiillerini maharetle idrak etmis ve biiyik
~ bir siyasi kabiliyet gostermistir.
Doi‘duncu Birlesik Devletler NATO Yiiksek Miittefik Kuvvetleri Kuman-

E dam General Norstad, bu kumandanh@ deruhte eden ilk hava subayidir. Di-
'gerlen, General Dwight D. Eisenhover, General Matthew B. Ridgway ve Ge-

neral Alfred M. Gruenther B)rle§1k Devletler Kara Ordusuna mensup idiler.

_ NATO Kurulu'na génderdigi bir mektupta Bagkan Eisenhower soyle de-
" mektedir; “General Norstad gok kabiliyetli bir subaydir, Uzun seneler Avru-
. pa'da edindigi bir tecriibeye sahiptir. Diger milletlerin ona olan itimad: faz-
lasiyle xspat edilmistir. Insanhgin yasamas: ve hiirriyet iginde gelismesi igin,
tecaviize karsi koymak ve lizumu aminda miidafaa etmek miisterek gayemiz-
dir. General Norstadn liderligi alinda bu gayenin sabit kalmakta devam
‘edecegine eminim.»



General Norstad, 1907 semesinde Minneapolis, Minnesota’da dogdu. Babas:
Norveg asilli bir Lutheren papazdi. 1930 da West Point’teki Birlesik Dev-
letler Askeri Akedemisinden mezun olduktan sonra, Ordu Hava Birlikleri
Taktik Okulu’na girdi. '

II. nci Diinya harbi baglarinda Genel Karargih’ta hava haber alma Kur-
may Bagkan yardimcis1 idi. Daha sonra Birlesik Devletler 12 nci Hava Kuv-
vetleri harekdt kurmay bagkan yardimciigi yapti, ki Akdeniz'deki piyade ve
amfibik harekdt buna tabi idi. 1943 de Italya ve Sicilya seferleri dolayisiyle-
Akdeniz Miittefik Hava Kuvvetleri Harekdt Bagkan: olarak tayin edildi. «Hag--
hlar Avrupa’da» isimli kitabinda Baskan Eisenhower, General Norstad’dan
Kuzey Afrika seferinden bahisle soyle yazdi, «Agikgozliliigii, meseleleri kavra-
yis1 ve sahsiyeti ile bende oyle bir intiba birakt1 ki ondan sonra onu higbir
zaman gozden kaybetmemege karar verdim.»

1945 de 20 nci Hava Kuvvetleri Kurmay Bagkani oldu. Ertesi sene Ge-
nel Kurmay plin ve harekdt Bagkani tayin olundu. Kara, Deniz ve Hava
Kuvvetlerinin galigmalarini  birlestirerek Miidafaa Sekreterligi ada altinda bir
tek kabine azaliginin teessiis etmesinde galisan dort ileri gelen murahhastan
biri olarak vazife gordii. Birlesik Devletler askeri kuvvetiyle milli siyasetini
birlestiren Birlesik Devletler Milli Emniyet Kurulu’nda Hava Kuvvetlerini
temsil etti.

General Norstad 1935 de Isabelle Helen Jenkins ile evlendi. Bir kiz go-
cuklar1 vardir.



GENERAL LAURIS NORSTAD

Commander - in - Chief, U. S. Forces in Europe
Supreme Allied Commander in Europe

eneral Lauris Norstad of the U. S. Air Force was apointed Commander-

in-Chief, United States Forces in Europe in April, 1956, shortly after
he was designated by the Council of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) as Supreme Allied Commander in Europe.

He will assume these commands when the present commaunder, General
Alfred M. Gruenther retires later this year.

The youngest man ever to attain the rank of four-star (full) general
in U. S. military history, General Norstad has been described by General
Gruenther as having «one of the keenest strategic minds in the world today”.

General Norstad had been serving since 1950 as Commander - in - Chief
of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe. In 1951 he assumed the added duty of
Commanding General of the Allied Air Forces in Central Europe under the
Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Powers in Europe. In 1953 he was also
named Air Deputy to the Supreme Allied Commander.

General Norstad has centered his attention on improving NATO’s net-
work of air bases, communication systems and radar warning services. In

these activities he has shown great diplomatic skill as well as a keen unders-
tanding of the proplems of other nations.

The fourth U.S. NATO Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, General
Norstad is the first air force officer to hold this command. The others, Ge-

neral Dwight D. Eisenhower, General Matthew B. Ridgeway and General Alf-
red M. Gruenther were officers in the U. S. Army.

In a letter to the NATO Council, President Eisenhower said, « General
Norstad is an officer of outstanding ability. He has the special qualification
of long years of experience in Europe ... The confidence placed in him by
the member nations has been amply demonstrated. It is our common purpose
to deter, and, if need be, defend against aggression so that mankind majv live
and prosper in freedom. I am confident that under General Norstad’s lea-
dership this high resolve will continue to be steadfastly upheld. »

General Norstad was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in 1907. His fat-
her was a Lutheran minister of Norwegian descent. Graduating from the
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‘U..S. Military Academy at West Point in 1930, he attended the Army Air

REe Corps Tactical School

At the begmmng.'of World War 1I, he was assistant chief of staff for
air intelligence at General Headquarters. Later, he was assistant chief of staff
- for operations with the U.S. 12th Air Force, which supported infantry and
’amphlbxous operatlons in the Mediterranean.

In 1943 he was ‘appointed ‘Director of Operations of the Mediterranean
‘Allied Air Forces, retaining this position through the Sicilian and Italian
campaigns. In his book, <«Crusade in Europe,» President Eisenhower wrote
of General Norstad’s part in the North African campaign: «He so impressed
me with his alertness, grasp of problems and persondhty that I determined
thereafter never to lose slght of him.»

In 1945 he was made chief of staff of the 20th Air Force. The next
. year he was appointed director of plans and operation on the War Depart-
‘ment General Staff. He also served as one of the four top negotiators which
set up the Army, Navy and Air Force as coequal services under a single

" " .cabinet member, the Secretary of Defense. He also represented the Air Force

“on the U.S. National Security Council which correlates national POIIC) with
U. S, mlhtary strength. :

General Norstad married Isabelle Helen Jenkins in_1935. They have
one ‘daughter. :
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